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We have had a very busy and exciting term at Roslin and Bilston.  The children have been involved in so many different activities.  We have 

been keen to promote science, maths/numeracy and language in the curriculum.  We had a very successful maths and numeracy evening 

where families were given a maths challenge to decorate a family room for £2000 using only an Ikea catalogue.  Ikea have kindly donated 

£100 to the school and 4 lucky families won a £10 voucher.  I was delighted to see so many parents and children at the event.  This is a 

great way to share our learning with parents and explain some of our learning and teaching strategies.  We also recently held our Pupil 

Conference in the school.  This is where we ask the pupils key questions to find out what they think about the school and what next steps 

we should take.  This information is very important and will be used to help us make up the School Improvement Plan for 2015 – 2016.  

There are displays in the school of both the curricular evening and the Pupil Conference in the gym hall at Roslin.  Parents are very 

welcome to pop in anytime and have a look at the displays.  We continue to promote full school uniform and a very high standard of 

behaviour.  We are keen to reward good behaviour and learning.  Please read the section on Awards that we are going to pilot in Term 4. A 

reminder that our church service is on Wednesday 1st April.  This is a lovely way to end our term where we bring all of our school 

community together. 

 I hope you all have a lovely Easter with your families and I know we are all hoping for lovely Spring weather to enjoy the outdoors during 

the holidays. 

Mrs Jo Wilson, Head Teacher 

Team Roslin were crowned champions at this 

years Rotary Inter-School quiz, held in Penicuik 

High School 2 weeks ago. Huge congratulations 

to our Top Area team, Keira Wallace (P6b), 

Augustus Donadeu (P6a), Madeline Hulton (P7) 

and Isabel Phillips (P7) who all worked 

incredibly hard right up to the bitter end 

where it had been neck & neck! We are very 

proud of our Effective Contributors & 

Confident Individuals. 

A fantastic £200 was raised 

on Red Nose Day 13th March 

2015.  The children had a 

great time on this 

dress down day 

with lots of 

painted faces! 

We have been busy wel-

coming our new children 

who have settled in well 

this term. We had 

a visit from Mouse 

Tale Puppets which 

sparked our inter-

est in making pup-

pets and putting on our 

own puppet shows.  

One of our children 

brought in frog spawn 

from his pond and we 

have been watching 

closely as they have be-

come tadpoles which are 

growing daily.We are 

learning about the 

changing seasons and 

how things start to 

grow in Spring. We 

have planted potatoes 

carrots and sunflowers 

and hope to have a good 

crop. 

 

Bilston Nursery Kayden, 
Freya,   
India, Mya, 
Ruben, 
Finlay and 
Max from 
Primary 6 
went to 
The Sound 
Cafe     
recording 
studio to perform our South African 
song entry for MidVision. No title for 
the track as yet but stay tuned! 

 

The middle area pupils have enjoyed 

taking part in a 4 week rugby coach-

ing programme. The pupils worked with two rugby 

coaches from Sport Scotland. Over the weeks the pu-

pils built up their knowledge of the rules of rugby and 

were given lots of time to apply this when playing in 

small teams. 



The nursery children have been learning all 

about “People Who Help Us” and we have had 

many visitors, including our Community Police 

Constable (and his car!), our School Crossing   

Patrol Lady and the Fire Brigade! 

 

We are delighted to receive a 

Silver Eco-Schools Award.   

Our Eco-Committee have worked 

extremely hard recycling milk 

cartons and planting and     

harvesting vegetables and herbs 

in our school garden.  Our  

plastic bottle greenhouse and 

the fantastic new Willow Den 

also contributed to us winning 

this award.   

Our thanks go to our parent 

helpers without whom this would 

not have been possible. 

Parent Council News 
The Parent Council are delighted to announce they have bought 20 ipads for the school.  This is an amazing achievement.  

Thank you to all the parents for their hard work and dedication to the school.  The children will really benefit from the 

use of the ipads in their learning.  The school has also bought an extra 4 ipads and 2 charger units.  There will be a 

charger at both Roslin and Bilston and each school will have a set of ipads each. 
 

We have also been promoting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) within the school.  The aim is to 

inspire young people in Science and its links to real life skills and jobs for the future.  P6/7 have had lessons from Dr 

Hulton (parent) on Earth Science and a paramedic and vet.  P4s and P5 have had a Farm Detective Workshop led by 4 

scientists from Roslin Institute. 
 

We have a very active Parent Council and all parents are welcome to join and contribute to the meetings.  The next 

meeting is on Thursday 14th May at 6.30 pm in the church hall. 

 

 

P3 looked amazing in their Roman outfits 

ready for the feast.  They had a relaxing 

time being served by the teachers with  

particular favourites being dates, honey and 

olives! 

Roman Feast 

After School Clubs 

Primary 4 and 5 pupils have 

enjoyed participating in the 

Badminton after school club 

run by Miss Brodie. The 

pupils have been very     

enthusiastic and very     

engaged. The pupils have 

learned the basics of bad-

minton, from how to hold the 

racket and the 

different types of 

serves. The  pupils 

have really enjoyed 

applying this   

knowledge to a various number 

of exciting games. 

Chess Club, run by Mr Deed 

and Mr Swan is continuing to  

be a huge success 

 

The children thoroughly  

enjoyed the Basketball Club 

run by Mr Burt, which     

culminated with Team Roslin   

taking part in an Inter-School 

Festival at which we won 2 out 

of 4 games and Harris Paterson 

from P7 won “Best in 

Competition”! 

Roslin Nursery 

Play Therapy  

We  welcome Karen Clarke to our school on a Wednesday/Thursday who is  

offering 1:1 sessions for children to discuss issues or ideas which may be 

causing some concerns and giving them time to talk and reach a solution.  

This has been well received by our children so far and children enjoy the 

drop-in sessions available at lunch time.  I know this is a valuable resource 

for the school and our children. 



Celebrating Success 

We are proud of the behaviour and attitude of our pupils at Roslin.  We 

are keen to celebrate the success of our pupils.  At the Parent Council 

we agreed to a pilot in Term 4 for Golden Time.  We are going to award 

pupils who have not lost any Golden Time in Term 4 a Bronze         

Certificate.  We know we have many pupils who will gain this award and 

we feel it is important to recognise this outstanding achievement.  The 

first week back after the holidays will not be counted.  This will give 

the children a chance to settle back into school after the holiday and 

also allow the teachers to remind the children of this new award. 

We are also going to start awards for Literacy and Maths/Numeracy.  

These will be given out at assemblies.  It is important we recognise 

when pupils have achieved success.  We continue to promote Wider 

Achievement at assemblies.  It is lovely to see how proud the children 

are when they come out at assembly.  Mrs Wilson particularly enjoys 

when children visit her office with wonderful trophies/certificates/

medals.  Please encourage your child to share their achievements with 

us. 

We plan to celebrate our musical achievements at an informal musical 

showcase on Wednesday 1st April at 2.30 pm.  This is to share with 

parents our newly formed choir in P5/6/7, our recorder group in P5 and 

our instrumentalists in P6/7.  This will include some of our P6/7 who 

learn an instrument outwith school.   

Dates for the Diary: 
 20-24 April—Health Week 

 21 April—Walk in the Glen 

 4 May—Public Holiday, School Closed 

 18 May—Public Holiday, School Closed to Pupils 

 25-29 May—P7 Benmore Camp 

 17 June—Roslin Sports Day 

 24 June—Bilston Sports Day 

 3 July—Term Ends 

 *** More info to follow next term on our very    

 successful Junior Tour Guide Evening which was 

 held on  Monday 30th March. 

 

Nurture Groups 

Roslin and Bilston 

We now have nurture groups at both 

Roslin and Bilston and the children involved thoroughly 

enjoy the activities they are being offered. There are two 

groups in the main school, one for younger and another for 

older pupils, and one for P1-3 pupils at Bilston Annexe. The 

groups are no larger than 6 pupils and offer a nurturing 

environment, away from the busy classroom, where there 

is an emphasis on developing social and emotional skills. 

Over time, these skills help children build positive rela-

tionships with their peers and adults and to be more    

confident, successful and resilient in and out of school. 

 

The Roslin groups are currently being supported by An-

nette Valentine, who has time dedicated to the groups. 

She is working with Laura Langdon, our Support for  

Learning Teacher, who set up, and continues to contribute 

to the groups. The Bilston Group is supported by          

AnneMarie Noble from Penicuik Children and Families 

Team and Dorothy Denham, Depute Headteacher.         

AnneMarie brings considerable experience of supporting 

other, similar groups. Some of our Learning Assistants also 

make very valuable contributions to our groups. 

 

These groups are part of our wider aim to be a Nurturing 

School, with appropriate approaches being adopted by all 

staff and special environments being developed to help all 

our pupils. We were extremely pleased that an application 

for an Education Scotland Grant, by Mrs Wilson, was suc-

cessful and we have been putting the £4000 secured to 

very good use. Special resources have been bought, a  

dedicated quiet room has been established at Bilston and 

staff  have been able to access suitable training to ensure 

the best possible experience for all of our pupils.  

Primary 4 and 5 visited the 

Royal Botanic Gardens on Mon-

day 23rd March as part of their 

Plant Life Cycles project. All the 

children had a fantastic time, 

expanding their knowledge on the subject. 

They especially liked the 

drama on seed dispersal. 

Royal 

Botanical 

Gardens 

General Election 

Advance notice that Bilston Annexe will be used as a polling 

station on Thursday 7th May and therefore be closed to  

pupils on this date. 

   P1/2 and P2/3 have been out for walks, bug and bird 

spotting.  They have made bird feeders, bug hotels and 

are watching tadpoles grow in a special tank.  P2/3 also 

had a visit from an Edinburgh University student who 

kept them all busy with activities for their bird project. 


