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Dear Parents/Carers 

We have had a very busy and successful term 2 in our 

new building.  HMIe recognised the many strengths 

within Roslin Primary and Nursery and I felt it was 

important to share and celebrate them.  Here are a 

few quotes from  our recent HMIe inspection report: 

  

“There has been a very recent move to the new school 

building and the headteacher and her staff have 

worked very hard to create a warm and creative   

environment. The school building offers children and 

staff a highly positive environment in which to work, 

play and learn. Children, staff and parents are rightly 

very proud of their school and this has been a        

motivating factor in raising expectations and further 

improving children’s behaviour.”  We were also        

delighted that the strong positive ethos was         

recognised.” 

 

“Relationships amongst staff, children, and parents 

are a very strong feature of the 

school. This is reflected in the    

quality of learning experiences which 

children receive.  Work on making 

learning more visible has clearly had 

a positive impact on how children 

approach their learning. As a result, there is an       

inclusive ethos of learning clearly evident around the 

school.” 

 

“The headteacher meets regularly with staff to    

discuss children’s progress in learning and identify 

any interventions which may be necessary. These 

meetings are useful and well-documented and form a 

main core of the school’s approach to tracking      

children’s progress. Tracking meetings provide an  

opportunity to explore progress and attainment and 

to identify further support and challenge for        

individual learners. All of this is used effectively to 

identify and address children’s needs and to begin to 

close any attainment gap which may exist in the 

school at any given time.” 
 
“Parents, partners and staff spoke very highly of 

their involvement and inclusion in the school. Many 

parents are very positive about the head teacher and 

how much she has supported them and their children. 

The headteacher and her staff work very hard to 

make sure that children are able to achieve success 

and they explained that many children with barriers 

to learning have improved in a variety of ways.       

Parents, partners and staff spoke very highly of their 

involvement and inclusion in the school. Parents are 

included in many school activities and parents with 

children who may have barriers to learning are      

included in termly meetings and discussions on       

progress.”  

 

 

Our Nursery was also highly recognised: 
 

“The motivated and enthusiastic practitioners are 

working well together to promote the whole school 

values. The motto of the setting ‘Inspiring, Playful, 

Learning’ underpins all that they hope to achieve for 

their children.” 

 

“Parents are confident that their 

children are safe, happy and    

learning in the nursery setting.   

Parents that we spoke to during the 

inspection confirmed that they felt 

practitioners worked in a positive 

partnership with them to care for and educate their 

child.” 

 

“There is a strong sense of community and family 

within the setting. Practitioners are alert to the care 

and wellbeing of all. They have caring relationships 

with children and this is helping to promote children’s 

emotional wellbeing.” 

 

“Practitioners are committed to the promotion,    

delivery and support for family learning. They value 

the contribution families make to children’s learning 

and are developing trusting relationships. Parents 

spoke highly of the supportive relationships they 

have with practitioners.” 

 

We will continue to work together with all our       

parents/carers and stakeholders to provide an      

engaging and motivating curriculum for all our     

learners.  I would like to wish everyone a lovely 

Easter and hope we will have no more snow this year! 
Mrs Jo Wilson, Head Teacher 

S c h o o l  W e b s i t e :  R o s l i n . m g f l . n e t  

F o l l o w  u s  o n  T w i t t e r :  @ R o s l i n P S  

https://education.gov.scot/


Open   
Morning 
 

 

On Friday 23rd February we enjoyed coming together for our Science Curriculum Morning.  Pupils 
were challenged to compare the properties of different materials in order to create an effective    
parachute.  There was lots of interesting discussion about forces, leading us to explore gravity and air 
resistance in classes after the event.  We were delighted to have such a fantastic turn out,  letting us 
share our pupils' enthusiasm for science with the community! 

On Friday 2nd February 2018 Mr McLean came into P6 and P4 to talk 

about science and germs. He talked about   

bacteria and what he does with it at his work 

at Easter Bush campus. Then he gave us a task. 

This task involved four tubes of fake poo that 

had diseases. And we had to pick a number   

between one and four and they all had a work 

sheet to go with the number that you picked. 

Then we had to find clues to 

make sure what disease it was. At 

the end he went over the answers. Overall this was a good 

experience  and we all  enjoyed it and we would like to do it 

again. 

By Ruby Wishart and Eva Low 

Disease Detectives 



Pupil Conference 
Our annual Pupil Conference was 

held on the 27th February.      

Different stages worked together 

to reflect on key aspects of our 

School Improvement Plan and       

questions asked by the Learning 

Council.  It was fantastic to see 

every child  getting a voice across 

the school! Our next steps are to 

ask Parent Council the same    

questions as well as the parents 

and carers that will visit us on 

parent consultation evening. 

 

    Primary 6 
Penicuik  Estate 

Bush Craft Survival  

 

Primary six were meant to 

go a beach walk in January 

(half of the class on one 

week the other half on the 

next), but only the first 

half got to go because of 

the snow so the second half 

went to Penicuik  estate in-

stead. We went to the lost garden and afterwards we found a cosy 

place in the woods .Then we started to gather twigs so we could build a fire in the Kelly kettle. We all had the 

option to try and light the twigs but some chose not to, we used a flint and steel to do this. The Kelly kettle 

boiled water while we ate lunch and once it was done we added some hot chocolate powder to the water and 

each got a cup. Overall this was a great experience and it was nice to try something new. 

By Ava McDonald P6 

Primary 5 recently went on a trip 

the Forth Bridges Education Centre. We 

learned about the three different 

bridges and how they were designed 

and built.  We worked in groups to 

build our own bridge and some of us 

got to be Project M anagers, Quantity 

Surveyors and Health and Safety Officers!  We really 

enjoyed the day. 



Head lice is a common occurrence 
amongst primary school children and this 
time of the year is no exception.  Please 
check our website under “Information” for 
our Bugbusting link to handy hints and tips 
for staying on top of it. 

Primary 1 
have nearly finished 
learning all their Jolly 
Phonic sounds and 
are working hard to 
blend the sounds   
together to create 
words. They have 
been learning to retell 
stories by drawing 
story maps, saying 

the story together 
and have had     
opportunities to act 
out and role-play the 
stories. We have   
recently started 
some independent 
writing thinking 
about correct letter 
formation and finger 
spaces. 

Mr Stark has helped our 2 Primary 5 pupils site a “Hedgehog House”.  

No sign of a resident yet but Lauren Souter and Olivia Farren      

regularly check, clean and change the water in the hope of a visitor. 

Midlothian Sportshall 
Athletic Competition 
The Roslin P6/7 Athletics team 
won the Sports Hall  Athletics 
event on the 24th January.     
Roslin were up against four 
other schools of a similar size 
and in a nail biting    
competition won 
by a single point. 

Road Safety  We have had a few   instances 

where children are running across the car park to 

parked cars. For obvious safety 

reasons we urge that your child is 

with you at all times whilst crossing 

the car park or road to the park 

gate. 

Rugby Festival  

 Rugby Festival 

Primary 4 and 5 pupils have just    

completed a 5 week block of         

curricular touch rugby in school with 

sessions being delivered by Amy Sanderson 

from Midlothian Rugby Development. 

The pupils have developed many skills over 

the course of the sessions e.g. the off side 

rule, how to pass the ball in rugby and two 

handed touch tackling. Pupils were then given 

the opportunity to put their skills to the test 

when they took part in the Penicuik Schools 

Cluster Rugby Festival. The festival took place 

on Friday 16th March and even though it was 

bitterly cold and the park was a bit of a mud 

bath the pupils who attended had a fantastic 

morning. Pupils from Roslin showed great 

cooperative skills and teamwork when playing 

their games and were very respectful towards 

the referees and opposing players. 



Rotary Quiz 
 

A team of P6 and P7 pupils from Roslin Primary School 

lifted the Rotary Quiz District Shield at Penicuik High 

School in February. Up against teams from Mauricewood, 

Cornbank, Cuiken, Strathesk and Sacred Heart the boys 

showed they had what it took, after a late scare, to get 

the required points to bring the trophy to Roslin. They 

are now looking forward to the Area Quiz which will be 

held at Longniddry Primary School in East Lothian on 

Tuesday 1st May. We are keeping our fingers crossed 

for more silverware. 

At nursery we enjoy learning about different cultures and celebrations. We have had our 

annual Family Ceilidh to celebrate Burn’s Night and tried some tradi-

tional Scots food- haggis, neeps  and tatties.  

We have also been leaning about Chinese New 

Year. We have had Chinese food   for 

snack, listened to traditional 

Chinese stories and some 

children have even tried to 

write in   Chinese symbols. 

The children also created 

their own Chinese dragon and 

performed a Chinese dragon dance around 

the school showing all the classes.  Nursery 

This month we welcomed 23 visitors 

from Holland who were interested in 

the work we have been doing around 

Visible Learning. They were so      

impressed with our school building 

and how articulate our children 

were. You can read their feedback 

in our comments book at the front 

foyer of the school. 

Learning Council 
 

The Learning Council would like to 

thank the members of the Parent 

Council who have joined us for some 

of our meetings. We are continuing 

to work on our targets for this term 

which are science, feedback, the  

outdoor space and French.  



As usual the last few months have been a busy time in the nursery. 
 
In January, our focus was on Scotland with a Burns Supper,     stories, music, songs and dancing.  We also held a family 
ceilidh which was a lovely evening and was very well       attended. Thank you to everyone for making it such a success. 
 
At the beginning of  February we celebrated Chinese New Year, learning some Mandarin wrds, trying our hand at   Chi-
nese writing, making a dragon and taking part in a dragon dance around the school  and finally finished the week with a 
Chinese banquet. 
 
We are now looking forward to some Spring time               adventures. 
 

Nursery 

Eco Committee 

 

The Eco Committee have been working 

with Alan Krumholds this term. Together 

they are in the process of planning a   

litter pick within Rosslyn Glen.  

To help with planning the pupils went on 

a walk with Alan to have a look at the 

worst affected areas. They learned a lot 

from Alan about considering the risks 

involved when planning a litter pick. The 

next step for the pupils is to look at 

plans of Rosslyn Glen and mark out the 

areas they will be carrying out litter 

picks. The pupils plan to carry put their 

litter pick after the Easter Holidays   

before flowers start to bloom. 

Romans 
On Monday 5th February, P3 had a fun day out at          

the National Museum of Scotland learning about the    

Romans.  They met a Centurion who told them all 

about his uniform, his weapons and the types of jobs     

He did.  They also had the chance to handle some    

Roman artefacts in the handling box session. The final 

activity was wandering around the exhibits in the museum answering questions 

and  drawing pictures in their         

museum workbooks before 

heading home.  

 

All in all it was an enjoyable 

day out and a huge thank you 

to our   parent  helpers. 



The Primary 7 Junior Tour Guides 
are continuing to share learning about 

Rosslyn Chapel to children from Roslin 

and other schools. Their schedule is so 

busy that they are fully booked till 

Easter. 

We also had a special evening on    

the 22nd March for family members   

to  see them in one of their final                  

performances.  

Generation Science Workshop P2 & P3 
Why do people in different parts of the world eat their 

breakfast at different times?  This was the question that 

Jack and Bennie hoped to help us answer during our          

Generation Science workshop.  They used large models to 

help us  understand how the earth spins and how it orbits the 

sun,  giving us days and years. We enjoyed watching,  listening 

and getting hands on experiences – including a special        

sing- off!   It was great fun and we learnt lots that we can 

share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 19th March our 
brand new online parent 
pay system was launched.  
This has already proved 
very popular with parents 
and we are delighted to 
report that 40% of our      
parents are now regularly 
paying for school lunches,  
nursery snack, fundraising   
activities and trips using 
this easy and secure way.  
Please speak to the school 
office if you need further 
information.  



Playtime Snacks 
 Please be reminded of the big message presented by our Health Team at the 

beginning of the year. 

ONE SNACK FOR PLAYTIME 

NO ENERGY DRINKS 
                   We promote drinking of water for learning and ideas for snacks are  

 

 

 

 
 

 

All our children designed posters this term to help remind us of this message.  
Here are a few of our enthusiastic participants. 

 

Fruit 
 

Oat cakes 
 

Unsweetened popcorn 

 

Rice cakes 
 

Carrot sticks 
 

Mini cucumber 

 

Peppers 
 

Normal* crisps  

*crisps aimed at children     
often contain added sugar 

Healthy Tuck Shop (P6 and P7) Pilot 
  
 

The P7 Health Team were keen to launch a tuck shop at Roslin Primary.  They worked 

closely with Nicola Kennan-McCourt, the Dining Supervisor and Nicola liaised with   

Midlothian Council Catering Services to ensure we are meeting HWB Guidelines.  The 

Health Team are excited about launching this new initiative and agreed it with our Parent Council. 

  

The Healthy Tuck Shop was available for all P6 and P7 pupils from Monday 19 March to Thursday 29 March.  

It opened just before 10.30am to allow the children to purchase items prior to break time. Children were   

offered a selection of fruit and healthy snacks ranging from 15p to 50p. 

  

Dependent on the success of the pilot, a decision will be made to roll out the Healthy Tuck Shop to the     

remainder of the school after the Easter Holidays. 



 

. 

MIDLOTHIAN COUNCIL  

EDUCATION, COMMUNITIES AND ECONOMY  

SCHOOL SESSION DATES 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 

2017 / 2018  

TERM 2  All Break—Term Ends Thursday 29 March 2018 

TERM 3  All Return Tuesday 17 April 2018 

 May Day School Closed Monday 7 May 2018 

  All Return Tuesday 8 May 2018 

 Victoria Day School Closed to Pupils Monday 21 May 2018 

  Pupils Return Tuesday 22 May 2018 

  Term Ends Friday 29 June 2018 

Dates for the Diary: 
 Thursday 29th March—Parent Consultations 

 Thursday 29th March—Easter Service at   Ros-

lin Kirk at 9.10am 

 Thursday 29th March—All break for Easter 

Holidays 

 Tuesday 17th April—School re-opens 

 Wednesday 18th April—P7 to Risk Factory 

 Wednesday 18th April—6pm Parents Mtg for P7 

Camp 

 Friday 20th April—P6 Bikeability Starts 

 Mon 23rd to Fri 27th April—Health Week 

 

 

 

2018 / 2019 

Term 1 Staff Return Thursday 16 August 2018 

 Pupils Return Monday 20 August 2018 

Mid Term  All Break Friday 12 October 2018 

  Staff Return Monday 22 October 2018 

 Pupils Return Tuesday 23 October 2018 

  All Break—Term Ends Friday 21 December 2018 

TERM 2  Staff Return Monday 7 January 2019 

 Pupils Return Tuesday 8 January 2019 

Mid Term  All Break Friday 8 February 2019 

  All Return Monday 18 February 2019 

  All Break—Term Ends Friday 5 April 2019 

TERM 3  All Return Tuesday 23 April 2019 

 May Day School Closed Monday 6 May 2019 

  All Return Tuesday 7 May 2019 

 Victoria Day School Closed to Pupils Monday 20 May 2019 

  Pupils Return Tuesday 21 May 2019 

  All Break—Term Ends Friday 28 June 2019 

 Mon 23rd April—Nursery Coffee Drop In, 9.00am 

and 2.45pm 

 Fri 27th April—Walk in the Glen 

 Friday 4th May—Maths Open Morning 

 Tuesday 8th May—P4/P6 Sharing Learning 2-3pm 

 Mon 14th May—P7 Benmore Camp all week 

 Fri 1st June—Sports Day (1st date) 

 Mon 4th June—Nursery Coffee Drop In, 9.00am 

and 2.45pm 

 6th, 7th, 8th—P7 Transition at Beeslack 

 Wed 13th June—Nursery Sports Day (1st date) 

 Friday 15th June—Sports Day (2nd date) 

 Wed 20th June—Nursery Sports Day (2nd date) 

 Tue 26th June—P7 Leavers Show 

 Friday 29th June—Pupils and staff break for  

summer 


